
Ephesians 2: 11-22

Eph. 2:11    Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called
“uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by
human hands)—  12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from
citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in
the world.  13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the
blood of Christ.
Eph. 2:14    For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier,
the dividing wall of hostility,  15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making
peace,  16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to
death their hostility.  17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those
who were near.  18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
Eph. 2:19    Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with
God’s people and also members of his household,  20 built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  21 In him the whole building is joined
together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  22 And in him you too are being built
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

We don’t often talk about the social dimensions of the gospel in our evangelical
circles. ‘Social gospel’ is a put-down term for us. ‘Social gospel’ was that dreadful
thing the liberals went for, and look where they ended up! The only way to safeguard
the gospel is stick to ‘spiritual matters’, meaning individual salvation. The gospel
tells you how to get right with God - that’s what it’s for.

The apostle Paul saw things very differently. For him the really big thing that had
happened was that Christ had broken down the barriers that kept Gentiles out of
God’s kingdom. Finally God’s ancient promise to Abraham had been fulfilled – do
you remember it? All nations  - that what ‘Gentiles’ means, it just means nations – all
nations would be blessed through Abraham’s descendants. And now that promise had
become a reality - through Jesus of Nazareth, son of Abraham.

In the past God’s grace had been shown exclusively to Israel, the nations were
deliberately excluded:

Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and
foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. (Eph. 2:12)

But now all that had changed: in Jesus Christ, God’s blessings had exploded across
the world. Not just Abraham’s children, but Adam’s children, driven out by God so
long ago, are now called home at last, in Christ. All of them. All the nations:

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of
Christ. For he himself is our peace…



For Paul the catch-cry of the gospel was ‘peace’. For a Jew, peace (or ‘shalom’),
meant a great deal. It meant everything that was ruined, restored; everything that was
cursed, returned to a state of blessing. What Paul particularly has in mind here is the
broken relationships of fallen humanity - divided from each other, alienated from
God. And, says Paul, alienated further by the law of Moses, which merely
emphasised the nations’ distance from God. The law of Moses with its rules set apart
God’s people, the Jews, from everyone else. The Jews often took that to mean that
they were superior: the Gentiles were ‘dogs’. Paul pictures it as a ‘dividing wall of
hostility’. A Jew could not even eat with a Gentile.

But now all that has changed. Jesus through his sacrifice of himself has superseded
the Mosaic law, replacing its authority. The wall between Jews and the nations is
gone, hostility made null and void:

14  For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the
dividing wall of hostility,  15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations.

Jesus does this ‘in his flesh’, through offering his own body as a sacrifice on the
Cross. But Jesus is not just sacrificed for us. He is also raised as a new man for us.
All the old divisions, put to death at the cross. A new unity brought to birth, at the
resurrection of the one new man. By rising from the dead, Jesus was actually creating
a new humanity:

15 His purpose was to create in himself one new man (or humanity) out of the two, thus making
peace.

And in Jesus’ ascension to the Father, this new humanity, now unified through the
cross, is brought near to God as well:

16 His purpose was also to reconcile both of them to God in one body through the cross, having put
to death their hostility.

Of course gospel is good news for Jews as well: they also are reconciled to God in
Christ. But for Paul, the great thing, the glorious thing, is the gathering of the nations.
It’s the unifying, world-wide, reconciling power of the gospel that Paul is so excited
about. As he says in Romans, the gospel is ‘the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes - the Jew first, but also the Gentile.’ For Paul, the great
achievement of the Cross is not just that it brings peace (though it is that!), it is who it
brings peace to:

17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near.

Peace for Jew, and peace for Gentile. One new man. A new humanity.

Paul could have left it there, but he wants to hammer the implications of this all the
way home:



19  Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people
and also members of his household,

And this word household, or house, gives Paul a hinge on which to turn the image
from the creation of the new man, to that of the house of God.

…members of his house,  20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone.

In the past, Gentiles were excluded very pointedly from the house of Yahweh, the
Jerusalem temple. That exclusion symbolised their distance from God. But now, Paul
pictures the nations not just getting access: in this image, the nations are the very
stones of the temple, joined together with  each other, and with Israel, built together
on Christ to become the house of God. This is God’s great plan for all the nations:

21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.

The glory of the gospel, the way it shows God’s power most splendidly, is not just in
individual salvation. It’s great to become one of God’s bricks. It really is. It’s so
much better than getting thrown out as builder’s rubble. But there’s a bigger picture!
There’s a building. The glory is in the joining of the stones, in the magnificent house
God is building for himself. This is God’s ultimate purposes in the gospel:

22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

It’s this new humanity, in Christ. Peace. Shalom! Mankind restored to unity, restored
to God. One new man. This is Paul’s vision of the church. He’s talking about the
church!

Paul could have stopped with ‘by grace you have been saved’, back in v.8. Such an
inspiring verse. But he pushes all the way through to this image, because for him this
is the punch line. Here is the power of Christ, shown most clearly: when the old,
divided nations become the new, unified community called the church.

I’m getting a taste of mission in Canterbury already. Last week we knocked on a
door, an Italian lady answered. She invited us in, gave us good coffee, and we talked
for an hour. By the time we left, we were friends, we’ll go back for more visits. She
was delighted that we wanted to reach out. It was just a beginning, but already the
flavour of Christ was there! You see, for that lady I believe it was really Christ who
came to her door, preaching peace.

Friends, it’s our conviction that mono-cultural churches, where everyone is similar,
are not the best expression of the gospel. For too long our evangelical churches have
been content with racial divisions: Anglican churches for the Anglos, Chinese people
can go to Chinese church, Greeks to Greek church, etc. What does it matter, as long



as they preach the gospel? It matters, because we’ve tended to hide the reconciling,
unifying power of Christ, which is his glory.

It’s our conviction that we need to learn how to be a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural
church. We think this is a gospel issue. It means our churches need to begin reaching
out across culture. There is nowhere better to start this than in Sydney, we’re like a
microcosm of the whole world, all the nations living side by side. The opportunities
here are massive. As we recapture Paul’s vision of the gospel, we can’t help but get
excited, like he is, about seeing those who are far away brought near, built together to
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. A there is nowhere better to start
this than Canterbury – they’re all here, the nations, just waiting for someone to reach
out.

We can’t wait to get into this mission!

I want to invite you to pray for Sydney’s churches, that they will open up, that they
will get a heart to reach out to working class people, to the uneducated, to people
from other cultures, to the mentally ill, to Moslems.  Pray that Sydney’s churches will
take an interest in this region, this great, unreached world mission field at the heart of
Sydney.


